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Nonmailable
10.5

Any locksmithing device, as defined in 10.4, is nonmailable, unless sent to any of 
the following:

a. Lock manufacturer or distributor.

b. Bona fide locksmith.

c. Bona fide repossessor.

d. Motor vehicle manufacturer or dealer.

e. Bona fide automotive repair shops or businesses.

11.0 CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

Definition
11.1

A controlled substance means any anabolic steroid, narcotic, hallucinogenic, 
stimulant, or depressant drug in Schedules I through V of the Controlled 
Substances Act, 21 USC 801, et seq., and 21 CFR 1300, et seq. If distribution of a 
controlled substance is unlawful under 21 USC 801, et seq., and any implementing 
regulation in 21 CFR 1300, et seq., then distribution of such matter by mail also is 
unlawful under 18 USC 1716.

Mailing Standards
11.2

If distribution of a controlled substance is lawful under 21 USC 801, et seq., and 
any implementing regulation in 21 CFR 1300, et seq., the USPS considers such 
distribution by mail to constitute the mailing of matter not outwardly or of its own 
force dangerous or injurious to a person's life or health and accordingly mailable, 
subject to these standards:

a. The inner container of any package containing controlled substances is 
marked and sealed under the applicable provisions of the Controlled 
Substances Act (21 USC 801, et seq., and any implementing regulation in 21 
CFR 1300, et seq.) and placed in a plain outer mailing container or securely 
overwrapped in plain paper. 

b. If the mailing includes prescription drugs containing controlled substances, 
the inner container is also labeled to show the prescription number and the 
name and address of the pharmacy, practitioner, or other person dispensing 
the prescription. 

c. The outer mailing wrapper or container is free of markings that indicate the 
nature of the content. 

12.0 DRUG PARAPHERNALIA

Definition and
Examples

12.1

It is unlawful to use domestic or international mail to transport drug paraphernalia. 
The term drug paraphernalia refers to any equipment, product, or material of any 
kind primarily intended or designed for use in manufacturing, compounding, 
converting, concealing, producing, processing, preparing, injecting, ingesting, 
inhaling, or otherwise introducing into the human body a controlled substance, 
possession of which is unlawful under the Controlled Substances Act. Examples of 
drug paraphernalia are items primarily intended or designed for use in ingesting, 
inhaling, or otherwise introducing marijuana, cocaine, hashish, hashish oil, PCP, or 
amphetamines into the human body, such as metal, wooden, acrylic, glass, stone, 
plastic, or ceramic pipes with or without screens, permanent screens, hashish 
heads, or punctured metal bowls; water pipes, chamber pipes, carburetor pipes, 
electric pipes, ice pipes or chillers, and air-driven pipes; carburetion tubes and 
devices; smoking and carburetion masks; roach clips (i.e., objects used to hold 
burning material that is too small or short to be held in the hand); miniature spoons 
with level capacities of 1/10 cubic centimeter or less; chillums; bongs; wired 
cigarette papers; and cocaine freebase kits.
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